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Businesses Support Clean Up, Green Up 

In a Los Angeles Business Journal article published on June 11, 2012, area businesses and 

associations voiced their support for Clean Up, Green Up. Here are excerpts from that 

article: 

“The Clean Up, Green Up proposal would place limits on pollution, noise, deliveries and 

other business activities that affect nearby residents in the three areas – Boyle Heights, 

Pacoima and Wilmington. The limits would kick in when a business moves or expands. In 

exchange, the city promises to make it easier for targeted businesses to get loans to help 

pay for new and cleaner equipment. Some businesses particularly welcome any 

improvement to the appearance and cleanliness of these industrial neighborhoods. ‘Clean 

Up, Green Up would be better for our employees, better for our business, better for the 

community and better for the environment,’ said Bruce Falk, president of Action Sales & 

Metals Co. Inc., a Wilmington metal recycling facility. ‘A plan like this is long overdue.’” 

“The aim of the program is to reduce pollution from the numerous auto repair and 

dismantling shops, recycling facilities and other industrial businesses in these communities, 

thereby improving the health of local residents and making the areas more attractive for 

future business investment. The proposal, which initially targets new or expanding 

businesses in these communities, received conceptual approval last month from a City 

Council committee. City administrators will now spend up to a year crafting specific 

regulations. Clean Up is seen as a pilot program that could be expanded to cover other areas of the city or existing 

businesses.” 

“… several business groups have come out in favor of the Clean Up proposal, including the Boyle Heights and 

Pacoima chambers of commerce and the Los Angeles Business Council, an organization that advocates for sustainable 

housing, education and business development. ‘Taking this sensible approach by providing various incentives will 

reduce existing levels of pollution while encouraging local businesses to clean up and attracting new green businesses 

to our community,’ said Mary Leslie, Los Angeles Business Council president, in a letter to the City Council.”  

“One supporter said she believes the proposal will allow her business to apply for money under programs at other 

agencies, such as the South Coast Air Quality Management District… ‘This is a huge opportunity for businesses like 

ours that are looking to expand,’ said Dina Cervantes, the daughter of one of the owners of Triumph Precision Parts, a 

metal manufacturer in Pacoima. ‘We are looking forward to the assistance programs from the city to allow us to access 

all these loan programs.’” 

“[Community] groups have long sought to address the problem of so-called toxic hot spots in heavily industrial 

communities such as Boyle Heights, Pacoima and Wilmington. Toxic hot spots are industrial facilities – from metal 

recycling plants to refineries to auto dismantlers – that emit pollutants. Environmental, health and community groups 

have long claimed that pollutants from these facilities cause elevated levels of asthma, cancer and other chronic 

diseases among nearby residents. The Clean Up program would add regulations, including odor and emission 

monitoring, noise buffering, emission standards and limits on deliveries. The actual standards would be set by city 

planners. The incentives could include business assistance loans and grants, more favorable business tax treatment, 

payments for public improvements the businesses make to their properties, and outreach efforts to inform businesses of 

the various loan and grant programs available through other agencies.” 


