
Neighbors and community leaders support a motion 

that seeks to create green zones in Pacoima, Boyle 

Heights and Wilmington. 

 

 
Initiating the Environmental 
Campaign ‘Clean Up, Green Up’  
It is geared towards cleaning up the environment in cities 
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Environmental pollution in California is responsible for 19,000 premature deaths a year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"In the past we fought with businesses that wanted to settle in certain areas, now we work together 

and collaborate with them," said the Councilman. 

Residents, councilmen, community leaders and neighborhood associations met at City Hall to 

support the motion that seeks to create green zones in Pacoima, Boyle Heights and Wilmington, 

three communities with high concentrations of pollution and toxic elements. 

Dina Cervantes, who has owned a business with her family in Pacoima for nearly 15 years, said how 

she became involved with the project. "Initially we approached the City because we needed help to 

modernize," said Cervantes. "We were thrilled to find this program." Cervantes said that Clean Up 

Green Up seeks to work with small businesses, helping them to upgrade their machines, giving them 

incentives to take action to clean the environment. 

"We want to work with small business owners, but also they should know that if they do not take 

advantage of the assistance we provide we will enforce environmental protection measures," said 

Huizar. 
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Each year, air pollution in California is 

responsible for 19,000 premature deaths, 

280,000 cases of asthma symptoms, 1.9 million 

working days lost to illness and more than a 

million school absences of children with 

respiratory problems. 

"We deserve better, we must protect the future 

of new generations," said Jose Huizar, District 

14 Councilman during the presentation of the 

"Clean Up Green Up" motion. The measure, 

originally introduced by Councilmen in 2011, has 

a new approach to the issue of environmental 

cleanup. 
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Among the businesses that most pollute the environment are the auto paint shops, dry cleaners and 

diesel trucks. 

"Children who live next to the paint shop always have a nosebleed," said Sofia Ramirez, Pacoima 

resident for 22 years, single mother and member of Pacoima Beautiful, a neighborhood association 

that seeks to improve and beautify the district. "They should paint inside the workshop, but they do 

not." 

"After losing two pregnancies, I wanted to investigate what the influence of the environment is on 

health," said Alma Salcido of Union de Vecinos, a Boyle Heights community association that 

supports Green Up Clean Up. "We have measured the toxicity of the area and found that apart from 

the cemetery area, which nobody wants to go into for now, Boyle Heights reached incredibly high 

levels of contamination.” Salcido gave examples of children and adults in her neighborhood who had 

fallen ill. 

"What a coincidence that so many people in the neighborhood have become sick at the same time," 

she said. 

The next step is to find the money to manage resources. Among the ideas is to reassign existing 

funds and use them for this project or include it in the next budget proposal, said Huizar. "While the 

measure requires a small investment, you can’t compare it with the great benefits it will bring," he 

added.  

"When I go to visit my dad on weekends in Pacific Palisades, I see how other areas have more 

green space, how the air is cleaner," said Janet Loredo, student at Banning High School and 

member of Communities for a Better Environment in Wilmington. "It's not fair." 

 


